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UNICA is an institutional Network of 
Universities from the Capitals of 
Europe

Founded in 1990 and currently 
made up of 56 universities from 39 
capital cities.

https://www.unica-network.eu/membership/map-of-our-members/


The great achievements of the 
European Higher Education Area

• 1987: Erasmus programme
• 1999: Bologna process
• 2018: European Universities Alliances



The European Universities Alliances
https://education.ec.europa.eu/education-levels/higher-education/european-

universities-initiative

• In September 2017 the French President Emmanuel Macron 
delivered a famous speech saying “I believe we should create 
European Universities – a network of universities across 
Europe with programs that have all their students study 
abroad and take classes in at least two languages. These 
European Universities will also be drivers of educational 
innovation and the quest for excellence. We should set for 
ourselves the goal of creating at least 20 of them by 2024.

• This brief but strong statement had an extremely significant 
impact leading to the first call for “European Universities” 
(Alliances) already in 2018. After other calls, the total number
of Alliances in Europe reached 65 (+8 seals of excellence,
about 650 higher education institutions), much higher than 
initially foreseen 



EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY 
ASSOCIATION

UNICA, COIMBRA, LERU, THE 
GUILD, CESAER, YERUN, 

EUROTECH, EURASHE, ETC

EUROPEAN UNIVERSITIES 
ALLIANCES

MAIN EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY NETWORKS



Scan to discover all 
UNICA members in 
alliances

❖ 37 out of the 56 UNICA member 
Universities take part in European 
Universities alliances.

❖ 23 out of the 65 alliances have at 
least one UNICA member University 
as partner

❖ 1 UNICA member in an Alliance with 
the Seal of Excellence.



IMPACT OF EUROPEAN 
UNIVERSITIES ALLIANCES

• Strong engagement of the leadership
• Involvement of the Member States
• Active in advocacy & policy at National level
• Significant funding

• European degrees, microcredentials, etc



BUT ALLIANCES

ALSO NEED 

NETWORKS!

❖More active in advocacy 
& policy at the EU level

❖Less formalized

❖Broader scope & 
membership

❖Informal collaboration



UMBRELLA ROLE

INCLUSIVE, COMPREHENSIVE, 
OBSERVING, MONITORING 

THE CASE OF UNICA



“The role of university networks in the context 
of the European Universities alliances”

• + 100 participants
• 56 represented institutions from 28 countries
• 30 speakers | 6 sessions

Topics covered:
❖ Collaboration between networks & alliances
❖ The European Degree
❖ Alliances & Research
❖ New technologies in Higher Education
❖ Collaboration between universities & cities



Challenges



PUBLICATIONS





www.unica-network.eu

Thank you for your attention!

secretary.general@unica-network.eu 
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